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of bridegroom has sprung up. This type is very particular about
marrying a career girl. These men seem to feel that a working girl
will be earning for at least 40 years. That is enough reward, and
a good substitute for dowry. Thus, their desire for dowry is not
given up; it merely takes a new shape. On the other hand many
women are not in a position to claim their legitimate share of the
property they inherit. Many Muslim ladies give up their share of
their parent's property in favour of their brothers. They are afraid
that if they claim their share they will not be* received with courtesy
and kindness by their brothers in their parental homes. Thus, there
is no change in the temperament of women who subordinate
themselves to men as daughters and mothers. It has been ingrained
in the minds of women that a woman is a second rate individual
in the sectors of life political, economic, social and cultural.

Our country is philosphically in the 16th century, socially in
the 19th century and technologically in the 20th century. That means
that our ideas are nearly 400 years old. If anybody contends that
men and women are equal, men take recourse to absurd arguments.
They wish to show that the difference has been ordained in God's
creation. They base their right to superiority and domination on the
basis of Creation. The weak women do not protest. This story
has been the same through all the ages. Several questions arise.
Is it absolutely necessary to change the woman's outlook? Are there
any attempts in that direction? What are the obstacles? How is
ft that these absurdities prevail? How to change these artificial
values? These are certainly complicated issues.

Why is it that a man shrinks from marrying a woman who is
more intelligent and efficient than himself? Almost every man longs
for a wife who will remain subordinate to him and abide by his
decisions and always looks to him for orders and commands. The
husband has even the right to sell his wife ! She had to jump into
the furnace if her husband so orders. Thanks to change in the
circumstances sati, bride-price, polygamy and child marriage have
been abolished. Anyway, it is of no effect if one in a million changes
for the better. Why is it that the number of women who are committing
suicide by burning themselves grows year by year. We have to think
about the issue coolly and calmy. As we have not inculcated the
spirit of individuallity and self-respect among women, they are not
able to stand the strain and stress of life and hence they go in for
self-immolation.

It is true that the principle of equality has found a place in